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Tae Roenama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calontta] of the 11th Febt 
has the following :— : 
are See: If the present King of England does not 
follow the policy of his predecessor, there may be a change in the political 


affairs of the Empire, and England’s troubles in China and South Africa may 


increase, As for His Majesty’s announcement that he will follow his prede- 
pa policy, it is aly : formal statement, and was made simply to please 
the English nation. It seems that England and Germsny, who were otly the 
other day far from friendly to each other, will now become friends. Russia 
and France, from a respectable distance, are watching what is going on 
betwecn. England and Germany. 

2. The Edward Gazetie { Caleutta} of the 15th February has the follow- 


ing:— 
The British Government and 3 The 


tho aaie } question is occasionally asked by the 


Political officers employed by the Government of 
India. on the frontier, what is the good of Government's giving to the Amir such 
a large sum of money and arms and ammunition every year? At the cost of 
the British Government, the Amir is preparing himeelf to fight with any 
strong European Power. Can he be expected to render any service to his bene- 
factor in an emergency ? The questions may be answered in this way :— 
There is no doubt that the British Government is treating the Amir very 


leniently and giving him every assistance to strengthen his military position, | 


with the expectation that he, as a political pensioner ,as well as a friendly ruler, 
will oppose any enemy who yee invade India from Central Asia. The Amir, 
up to the present, has not shown any sign which can be construed as being 
hostile to the interest of the British Government. Although he has no educa- 
tion in the knowledge and sciences of the West, he is quite competent to 
govern his kingdom. Afghanistan, peopled as it is by ferocious tribes, and 
abounding in mountains and valleys, isa natural barrier to the advance of 
Russia in the direction of India. The Government, therefore, ought to help 
the Amir, whenever he might require its help. 


Il—Home. ApMInNistTRATION. 
(@)}—FPolice. 


8.. The Bikash [ Barisal] of the 12th February says that as' the inevitable 
Wild boars, &0., in Barisal. consequence of the shortsightedness of Government 


in disarming them, the people of the Backergunge 


district are greatly suffering. A: man, named Gurt Charan Ghosh, was recent- 
ly killed by a wild boar:in: the village, Khapura, near the Kotwali police-station;, 
in his.attempt to rescue a boy from the clutches of the animal, and the boy 
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also died. Another man, a Musalman, was severely wounded by a tiger’ in | 


broad day light in the village, Manikkati, near the sauie police-station, and his 
life is despaired of. Bats, too, have become very numerous, and their cries’ in 
the day-time become quite unbearable, and, to add to the mischief, they are 
destroying large numbers of cocoa-nut, betel-nut and other fruit trees. The 
Lieutenant Governor is earnestly requested to help the people of the district 
to protect themselves and their: property. | 
4. The Sri Sri: Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
A fresh case of oppression by 13th February has heard of the following occur- 
European soldiers. at Barrack. rence from its Barrackpore correspondent :— 
— ue On the'7th February last, six soldiers visited 
some women, living near the police:out-post,and wanted to take them for a 
drive. They went to the hackney-carriage ‘stables close by to engage some 
carriages. it happened that no one was: at the stables at the time, except 
a constable of the out-post not-in uniform:;. The soldiers ‘told him to bring out 
some carriages,and; though he tried to explain to them that he had nothing to 
do either with the carriages or the horses, they began to beat him for not com- 


plying with their request.. He somehow ‘escaped to the out-post and appeared’ 


in his umform. The soldiers again laid/hold of him’and began 'to beat bim. It’ 
was not till other constables:and(:\some-coachmen, syces'and shop-keepers® drove’ 
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away the soldiers that the poor constable was rescued from his oppressors. 
Such oppression by soldiers on a public road has alarmed everybody. 

The editor hopes that the authorities will take steps to save the people 
of Barrackpore from oppression by European soldiers. The best way of doing 
this will be the reappointment of a military police at the station. The prosti- 
tutes, who live near the railway station, ought also to be compelled to remove 


- elsewhere. 


5. Tho Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 14th February learns from a corre- 
spondence in the Amrita Bazar Patrika that illegal 
Oppression of boatmen in Dacca attempts are being made to prevent boatmen from 
ee anchoring their boats near the Buckland: dundh in 
Dacca, the place being the European quarter of the town. A former Magistrate, 
Mr. Shirres, having referred the matter to the Legal Remembrancer, was told 
that there was no provision in the Municipal Act authorising him to carry out 
his intention. Subsequently the police succeeded in preventing boats from 
coming between Northbrook Hall and Wise’s ghat. The present Magistrate lives 
in the Nawab’s new palace, and the police is therefore trying to drive away 
boats from this place also. The Lieutenant-Governor is requested to enquire 
into tke matter. ees 
6. A correspondent of the Tripura Hitaishi |Comilla] of the 19th 
_ February complains of the prevalence of badmashi 
peadmashs in some villages in in Balada, Brahmanpara, Naighar, Dagarapara, 
nn Chhatiani and several other villages in the Ganga- 
mandal pargana of the Brahmanbaria subdivision of thé lippera district. A 
gang known as the Iban Gazi gang is the most notorious. They commit 
extortions in the Balada market place, offences against female modesty and 
incendiarism, and forcibly take away people’s crops from the fields, The 
Balada market is about to be ruined in consequence of their extortions. , 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7. Referring to the murder case which is heing heard by Mr. Pennell 
and in the record of which he has placed certain 
correspondence which has pussed between him and 
the Bengal Secretariat, the Sri Sri Vishnu-Priya-o- 
Ananda Bazar Patrika {| Calcutta] of the 13th February writes .as follows .— 

A perusal of the observations recorded by Mr. Pennell on the order sheet 
naturally sends a thrill of horror through the heart. The public will await with 
eager anxiety his judgment in this case, which we shall publish in due course. 
We are really at a loss to know what secrets of the Benga! Secretariat will be 
disclosed by that judgment. It is to-be noted that the present Chief Secretary, 
Mr. Bourdillon, was, as the Commissioner of the Patna Division, closely 
implicated in the Chapra case and was severely taken to task by Mr, Pennell as 
the Sessions Judge of Chapra. , 

8. A correspondent of the Mthir-o- Sudhakar [ Calcutta’ of the 15th February 

writes that Babu Kailash Chandra Majumdar, Subor- 
were Judge of dinate Judge of Rajshahi, exercising full powers in 
the absence of the District Judge, insulted the Muham- 
madan faith and community by not closing the offices under him on the day of 
the last /d-ul-Fitr festival. In this be has also shown a glaring contempt for the 
orders of Government, which prescribe a holiday for the Jd. This he did in 
order to enjoy a long holiday from the 23rd to the 27th January on account of 
Sri Panchami, taking one holiday to add to another. | 

9. Referring to the case in which the District and Sessions Judge of 
Mymensingh convicted and severely punished one 
Nida Munshi for assaulting with a deadly weapon 
and wounding thereby Adaru Shaikh who had an illicit connection with the 
former’s wife, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th February observes that 
a judicial officer is of course free to treat an accused person in the way he 
desires, but he ought to know that in his private life the Judge also is the 
husband of his wife. What would he have: done if such a mishep had befallen 
him ? Such a miscarriage of justice really wounds the feelings of the Indians. 


Mr. Pennell’s expected judgment 
in the Noakhali case. 


A severe sentence. 
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hat [Calcutta] of the 20th February has heard that in his 
piitcepige rt lat in the N oakhali case, Mr, Pennell has 
Mr. Pennell in the Noakhali pressed his opinion on the Chapra case and made 
a strictures against the Government. If this be true, 
Mr, Pennell is likely to come to grief. He has already offended the Govern- 
ment, and if he again quarrels with it, it will be ag ore for him to remain 
long in the service. Is not Mr. Pennell aware of the Bengali proverb that one 
who lives in water should not quarrel with the crocodile? A District Judge 
may fall out with the Magistrate or the District Superintendent of Police, but 
he cannot quarrel with the Government. ‘The writer has not yet seen 
Mr. Pennell’s judgment, but he will be sorry if that judgment brings into grief 
a good and courageous jndicial officer like him, | 


(d)— Education. 


11, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjwani dary eet of the 12th 
February asks the Inspector of Schools, Burdwan 
o;h high school in the Burdwan Circle, to keep an eye on the working of the 
— Sanktaria High School. The present head master 
is an able and experienced man. He joined bis appointment only in December 
1899 under inducements held out to him by the school authorities and gave 
up a better appointment elsewhere for the purpose.. Though he still holds the 
post, the authorities are advertising for a man for it, and it is said that they 
have an intention of re-employing Hanseswar Chatterji, the former head 
master, who was sent away with the Inspector’s permission. The school will be 
ruined if this gentleman is re-appointed. 


12. The Charu Mthir [Mymensingh|} of the 12th February says that the 


: educational expenditure of the Mymensingh 
he acon as: ag sg” rte of Tistrict Board has been 20 per cent. less this year 
f : ' than last year. Although the income of the 
Mymensingh District Board is larger than those of the Pabna, Khulna or 
Faridpur District Boards, yet they have expended 30 per cent. more in various 
ways. We have heard that the present Chairman of the Mymensingh District 
Board is an opponent of middle education, and this is the cause of the reduction 
of this Board’s educational expenditure. Middle education is doing great good 
to poor voys by opening to them the door to higher education. 


13. A correspondent of the Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 20th February 
complains that though Rs. 5 is realised as boarding 
fee from every boarder in the boarding-house 
attached to the Meherpur School in the Nadia 
district, the food which 18 given to the boarders is of a very wretched quality 
and insufficient for a healthy boy. If a boarder wishes to leave the institution he 


A complaint incennection with a 
students boarding-house. 


has to pay as a fine the buarding fee for the month succeeding that in which he 
means to leave. Any boarder who does noi pay up his fees for a month within 


the first twenty days of the month is fined half an anna for each day of default 
till the close of the month. 


(e)—Locul Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


14, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 12th Feb- 
Se ees _ Yuary says that the tank, which was partially 
the Mynigosingh etic 8° *™ excavated by the Local Board in Adarvita some 
years ago has dried up, and the sufferings of the 


people on account of scarcity of water remain unabated. The Local Board is- 


requested to remove this grievance by re-excavating the tank. 


15. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 21st February says that some cases of 
Smal) ae small-pox have occurred in the village of Mahal 
Khulnatewn. OT C™™~=near Khulna town. ‘The disease was first brought 


ae there from Calcutta by a person who became its 
first victim, The local authorities should look sharp. | 
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(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


16. The Medini Bandhav |Midnapore) of the 13th piggy # says that 
iickieh tis Kili ob a petition + 27) cha e the ae 
, é sate overnor of Bengal asking o save the 
snatch eccentrics of the Chetna and Barada ganas from desires: 
tion by floods. The river Shilai not being sufficiently deep, its banks give way 
to high water pressure and bring endless misery on the people uround, But it 
would not be right to save the Chetna pargana at the expense of the Barada 
pargana by making the*bund on the Chetna side of the river stronger, whilst 
the Barada side is kept weak. This state of things may be improved by 
re-excavating the Chandreswar khal. The consideration of expense should 
be the last to keep Government from doing this needful work. 


A correspondent of the same paper writes that the suffering caused by 
floods to the people of the Barada pargana is increasing year after year. This 
vast pargana, with its innumerable inhabitants, 1s yearly hurrying towards des- 
fruction, The river Shilaiis the only outlet through which rain-water can 
flow out of this pargana, but this river is very shallow. Tor this reason the 
rush of the waters of the Cossye into this river submerges the greater portion 
of the pargana. The side of the river on which the Chetna pargana is situated is 
protected by a bund, and as long as this bund does not give way, the condition 
of the Barada pargana remains fearful. But when this bund gives way, there 
is witnessed one vast scene of destruction allround. There is also a bund on 
the Barada side of the river, but it is not so strong as the Chetna bund. All the 
same, none of these can stand the pressure of the waters of the Shilai, although 
vast sums of money are yearly spent to strengthen the Cheina bund. The 
only way of saving both the parganas is to re-excavate the Chandreswar khal. 
This will certainly be expensive work, but not to the extent of making it 
impossible. 


17. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 14th February contains the two 
____ following complaints:— 

(1) The irregularity of the office train of 9-4 
local time, rnnning between Chittagong town and Pahartoli, gives great trouble 
to those for whom it is specially intended. The train sometimes reaches 
Pahartoli so late as 11 a.m., while the clerks, &c., have to attend their offices at 
10 a.m. The authorities of the Assam-Bengal Ruilway are requested to remove 
this inconvenience. 


~ Two railway complaints. 


@) Babu Madhusudan Banerji, station master, who was some time ago 
transferred from the Sitakundu station for misconduct, has been reinstated 
in spite of all objections. But is there any guarantee that his conduct will now 
be satisfactory? The ‘l'raffic Manager is requested to remove this man else 
where at the time of the Sitakundu mela, when the place will be filled with 
crowds of pilgrims, or to keep a sharp eye upon him. 


18. The Sanjtvant [Calcutta] of the 14th February says that, as a rule, 
a traffic examination of the signallers on the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway is regularly held every three 
months, and those who pass get increments of pay. 
But it is a matter of regret that the signallers of some eight or ten stations 
have not received the advantage of this examination, in spite of their repeated 


applications to the District Traffic Superintendent, who is requested to direct 
his attention to this matter. 


19, The same paper notices the extremely bad condition of the roads in 
Bad roads in a village in the village Gava in the Backergunge district. Want of 


Signallers on the Eastern 


Bengal State Railway. 


Backergunge district. bridges on most of the roads under the Local 
| ; Board is a source of indescribable hardship to the 
boys of the school in the village. The villagers make bamboo-bridges, but 


they are dangerous to little boys. Recently, some boys were severely hurt 
by falling from one such bridge. A spe Loose of this inconvenience 1s 


necessary to a successful working of the schovl. The village contains a large 
population of some eight or ten thousand. 
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20. The Sansodhini | Chittagong} of the 15th February draws attention 

to the necessity of repairing the road from Fajilpur 

A bad road in the Noakbali station of the Assam-Bengal Railway to Karaiya 

ee Bazar in the Fenny subdivision of the Noakhali 

district. Both the Local and the District Board’s attention was drawn to the 
bad condition of the road but to no effect. 


' (h)— General, 


21. The Bikash (Barisal) of the 12th February says that in spite of all 
i es the efforts of the Postmaster to serve them, the 
Postal service in Barisal town. raiority of the residents of Barisal town do not 


receive their letters before 10 a.m. This inconvenience can be removed either 
by increasing the number of the post peons, or by converting the Kalibari | 


post-office into a delivery office. | 
22. A Raniganj correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjirant, [Burdwan] of 
the 12th February draws attention to the fact that 
Wanted plague examination in g large number of Biharis from plague-infected 
—— places in Bihar are taking refuge with their rela- 
tives in Raniganj. Government and the Municipality should not allow people 
from plague-infected places to come into the town of Ranigan) without being 
examined. Many people who came in this way to Jhora and Katras have 

died of plague. 


23. A Musalman correspondent of the Hifavaai {Calcutta} of the 15th 
February writes as follows :— 

Intending Mecca pilgrims have to spend, under 
the Government’s rules, from ten to fifteen days in the pilgrim camp at 
Chittagong, and are then, if found fit, allowed to embark. But some friends 
of the correspondent had to return home after having stayed about a month 
and-a-half in the camp and passed through every test, They say that nobody 
who cannot pay sufficient gratification to the officers and the chaprasis is 
allowed to embark. They had telegraphed to the Divisional Commissioner 
complaining against these men, and were told in reply to furwurd their com- 
plaint through the camp officer. This was done, but neither wus any reply 
received, nor did the oppression by the camp men diminish to any extent. 
About a thousand pilgrims had to share the fate of the correspondent’s friends, 
The editor says that the authorities should make an enquiry into the 
matter. 


24. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th February says that the 
Muhammadan weaving community has been dis- 


pleased with the order of Government to designate 
them jolas in the ensuing census. Jola is a term of 


abuse among them. In their own community they are called a{faeq (harikar). 


Moreover, it is not right to fix one’s caste or community by reference to his 
occupation. So, as there is time still for making a change, Government will 


The pilgrim camp at Chittagong. 


Muhammadan weavers in the 
census papers. 


do well to describe these men as “Sjwa\q (airab) or sifaee? and give qaqaq 


or weaving of cloth as their occupation, 


25. Referring to the memorial which has been submitted to the Govern- 
ment by the Namasudras of Bengal praying that 
in the present census they may be called Nama- 
sudras instead of Chandals, the Tripura Hitatshi [Comilla of the 19th February 
hopes that the prayer of the memorialists will be granted. The epithet 
Chandal or Charal is used in Bengal as a term of contempt, and it is oil not 
to treat a class with contempt by calling it by that name. 


A census matter. 


IIT.— Lecrsiarion. 


26. The Srs Sri Vishnu gree S doende Buzar Putrika .Catentts | of the 

| | loth February says that though the prices of food- 
song Assam Labour und Emigra- grains and other necessaries, and accordingly the 
wages of labourers and domestic servants have 

gone on increasing during the last. quarter of a century, no one during this 
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lo riod has cared to enquire into the condition of the tea-garden coolies, 
4 fave continued to work on the wages fixed for them thirty years ago. 
It is a matter of regret that the Government’s proposal to increase the 
wages of coolies by one rupee has been modified by the Select Committee to 
which the Assam Labour and Emigration Bill has been referred. The 
Committee want the coolies to work on the old wage during the first year of 
their contract. and are for allowing them an increase of only eight annas a 
month during the next two years, But the proposal to make even this small 
addition to the poor pay of the coolies has displeased the tea-planters, They 
are unwilling to pay a pice more to the coolies than what they now pay. But 
what has ‘2 the writer most is the Select Committee’s amendment to the 
ill. 


original B They, at least, ought to have taken pity on the half-starved 
coolies. | 


It was hoped that the condition of coolies would somewhat improve under 


‘Lord Curzon and the. present high-minded Chief Commissiuner of Assam, But 


the action of the Select Committee has disappointed us. Coolies are poor and 
helpless, without anybody to look after them or their interests, whilst the 
planters are a rich and powerful community, whose interests 1t 1s not easy to 
disregard. Under the circumstances, it is not strange that the wishes of the 
latter should be fulfilled. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


27. The Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 12th February says that 
considering the frequency of famines ‘in India, 
many people think that the money which would be 
collected to perpetuate the memory of the late Empress should be utilised in 
forming a famine fund. The suggestion is not unreasonable; but the writer 
is not prepared to support it. The. danger in keeping aside the money as a 
famine fund would be that if by God’s grace India is spared a visitation for 
seven or eight years consecutively and no need arises during that period for 
using the fund, it may disappear like the famine insurance fund which was 
once established. Past experience of the uses to which a famine fund may 
be put makes the writer averse to the formation of such a fund again. The 
same reason has perhaps made Lord Curzon unwilling to perpetuate the late 
Queen-Empress’s memory in that form. The form that a memorial should 
take should be such as would remind the public of Her late Majesty whenever 


they look upon it, and the writer therefore heartily supports Lord Curzon’s 
proposal. | 


28. The Murshidabad Hitaishs | Murshidabad | of the 13th February writes 
; _ as follows on the memorial question :-— 

What good will a hall like the one proposed 
do? Will the people of the country be in any way benefited by the creation 
of another institution like the Asiatic Society’s Museum? Only educated 
men, and, for the matter of that, not even all educated men, but onl 
those among them who have a taste for antiquities and archeological teas | 
will find in this hall something that may feast their eyes and minds. That 
is all the good a Victoria Hall may do. For the good of how many, then, 
is such a hall going to be established? It will be nothing but a luxury. 
Bombay, Madras, and Lahore are opposed to the creation of what will be 
only a second museum in Calcutta. Such 4 memorial will, in truth, do nobody 
good. Victoria’s memorial should assume a form which will give every town, 
suburb, and village an equal right to it, and enable the residents of every town, 
village, and suburb to enjoy its fruits in equal measure, If a hall is erected 
and furnished with objects worth seeing, a European on a high salary will 
be appointed as its Superintendent, the management will be placed in the 
hands of some high officials and of a few big natives, always anxious to please 
the authorities, and sentinels will hold the gate, and poor men coming to 
see will be driven away. If entrance is allowed on payment of a small fee, 
all poor men would be for ever excluded from it. Yet it is such a memorial, 
about which rich men, Rajas, Maharajas, Zamindars and Chiefs are busy- 
A meeting was heid under the Presidentship of the Viceroy, resolutions were 


proposed and carried, and money poured in in lakhs. Money did not come 
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‘n in such profusion when it was required for famine relief. When subscrip- 
sion neo wanted for the hea a — everybody seemed to be hiding 
imself, but everybody is coming forward now. _ 3 ; 
mn That, in is the best . of perpetuating the memory of the late 
Empress? Let the rich men of every town, suburb and village come forward 
to remove local wants and do good to the poor. oes luxury befit the 
country, whose inhabitants suffer from pe tual scarcity of food and water, 
and have been reduced to skeletons by chronic poverty? Let the memory 
of Victoria be preserved by giving food to the hungry, soothing the sufferings 
of the sick, and removing the unhealthiness of the country. T'o speak of 
Berhampore alone. It has many wants. It is as much the duty of its rich 
men to remember their own town as to subscribe to the luxurious memorial 
which will be established in Calcutta. They should not only subscribe to 
the Calcutta memorial, but take measures to establish a memorial in their 
own town. '[The memorial which will be established by the removal of the 
wants of their own town will not be matched by a thousand memorial museums 

etropolis. — : 
ws wy "Te cri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika {Calcutta} of the 
13th February gives a Bengali translation of the 


The. Emperor's letter to the Emperor's letter to the princes and people of India, | 


princes and people of India. and writes as follows :— 


The kind and tender words in which the Emperor’s letter is written and 
the affectionate promise contained in it are really touching. His Majesty’s 
assurance is calculated to inspire hope even in a hopeless mind. But India 
is ill-starred. She has never seen any hope or assurance fulfilled. Very few 
even of the noble promises Her late Majesty made to India when assuming 
its direct government were fulfilled. ee 

However that may be, the people of India have no reason to be dispirited. 
Her late Majesty with all her greatness and nobleness was only a woman. 
Tender as she was, she might have wept for her subjects as for her own 
children, but it was impossible, and it would have been unnatural, for her 


to act like a man. Our new Sovereign, however, belongs to the sterner sex. 


We may, therefore, hope that he will carry out his promises with the courage 
of a man. cae 
30. The same paper contain a Sanskrit and a Bengali poem lamenting 
Poems lamenting the death of the death of Her late Majesty. : 
the Queen. ; 

31. The Hindu Ranjika {| Rajshahi} of the i3th February says that the 
| more Hindu-like commemoration of the late Queen- 
Empress would have been to dig tanks and wells 
in dry provinces and to make permanent arrangements for the support of the 
poor and the incapable, For the gift of food and water brings satisfaction to 
the soul. The names of Maharani Bhavani and Ahalya bai have been immor- 
talised by such gifts. | | 

32, The Sanjivant {Calcutta} of the 14th February gives a Bengali trans- 
lation of Lady Curzcn’s letter to it, and writes as 
follows:— 

Great as has been the benefit derived by Indian women from the Dufferin 
Fund, we expect much more from the fund which will be raised by Lady Curzon. 
The country is fuil of illiterate midwives, who are unable to cope with the 
smallest difficulty in accouchement. : 

We earnestly request our readers of both sexes to support this excellent 
proposal by Lady Curzon. A pice given will not be contemptuously refused by 


Commemoration question. 


Lady Curzon’s proposal. 


‘Her Excellency. but will be accepted with thanks. 


33. The Hitavads (Calcutta ' of the 15th February writes as follows :— 

Few people expected to see any quarrel, heart- 
burning, va:row-mindedness or the meanness of 
flattery in connection with the great condolence meeting which was held at the 
Town Hall on the 6th February last. 

It is rank falsehood to aay that the Viceroy is compelling people to subscribe 
tothe memorial fund. The Viceroy asked for subscriptions frum nobody ; on 
the contrary, His Excellency expressed the doubt whether it would be right to 
accept the large sums which several millionaires were prepared to subscribe, 
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The proposal to set down a maximum limit to the amount of one person’s 
: subscription emanated from Lord Curzon himself. It is, therefore, difficult to 
, see why the Anglo-Indian newspapers are finding fault with His Excellency, 
His Excellency cannot be blamed if any stupid person, in the hope of gaining 
official favour, pays beyond his means, | 
Some native papers, too, are not above blame. ‘hey wished to see some 
leaders of the people prevented from taking any part in the l’own Hall meeting, 
The invitation sent to Babus Surendranath Banerji and Narendra Nath Sen at 
the Viceroy’s own request to take part in the meeting was a snfficient humilia- 
, tion to those journals. . 
The Viceroy’s proposal to erect a Victoria Hall at Calcutta has been 
objected to by the Pioneer and the Civil and Milstary Gazette. But we think 
that the selection of Calcutta as the place where the memorial should be 
established is the best. Though the Viceroy does not remain in Calcutta for 
more than five months in the year, still no one can deny that Calcutta occupies 
the first position among the towns of India. So long as Calcutta remains the 
metropolis of India, no one will be able to deprive it of this honour. 
But we are notin favour of building a Victoria Hall to perpetuate Her late 
Majesty’s memory. The example of the Town Flall has sufficiently convinced 
us that if another hall is erected, the natives will have no more right to use it 
without distinction of caste and creed than they have to use the ‘Town Hall. 
As for statues, there are already a plenty of the best statues of Her late 
Majesty in India. No better statue of the late Empress could be made than 
those which exist in the Calcutta Museum and in the Victoria ‘Terminus in 
Bombay. Our proposal is to establish a fund, with the proceeds of which human 
want can be removed and human misery alleviated. Such a fund will be of 
eat benefit to the people of India in times of distress, and will keep Empress 
Victoria’s memory for ever fresh in the minds of the people. It will also be 
a source of glory and pride to her remote descendants to point to such an 
institution as having heen established by her loyal subjects, We are not against 
the Viceroy’s proposal for the erection of a statue. Let a statue be erected, 
But the surplus of the money which will be collected should be devoted to the 
creation of a fund for the purpose indicated above, snd not to the erection of a 
hall. . 
— ua a Ae 34, oe Education — sat ax of the 
Feb. 15th, 1901. anewnay poems cementing the 615th February contains three Sanskrit poems 
—— ee lamenting the death of the Queen-Hmpress. . 
BANGABANDEU, 35. The Bangabandhu es of the 16th February has the 
Feb. 16th, 1901 fo lowing —— 


In the eye of enlightened Europe we are a 
nation of unenlightened barbarians, and our religious-rites and observances are 

all ignorant superstition. ‘T'he Sradh and other rites which we celebrated in 
honour of our departed ancestors are considered extremely odious and dis- 
gusting. But will anybody tell us why the whole world should be so anxious 
and eager to erect a memorial tothe late Queen-Empiess so soon after ber 
death? Is not this desire to erecta memorial an outcome of superstition? 
Why this eagerness to perpetuate the memory of the deceased Sovereign? 
History will perpetuate her memory. If the erection of a memorial be not an 

act of superstition, neither is our Sradha superstitious rite, nay, the latter is 
entitled to take a higher place than what can be accorded to a memorial. A 
memorial is a visible and external thing, whereas a Sradh is essentially an affair 

of the heart, It is an institution which serves to perpetuate the memory of 

, even the most insignificant Hindu. But in civilised Europe it is only the 
great men und women who are voted memorials. It is a regret that the 
proposal to erect a memorial to the late Queen-Empress has been made at a 
very inopportune moment. India is at the present moment devastated by a 
severe famine and a fearful epidemic of plague. Is it proper for the Native 
Princes to contribute lakhs and lakhs of rupees ia aid of a memorial at this 
time of adversity? Surely a more philanthropic and charitable work could 
have been undertaken at a less cost. Would the erection of a monumental 
building sppeeee the hunger of the Indians who are reduced to skeletons for 
want of food? Are the States of the Native Princes who are making such 
liberal donations in a prosperous condition? Do their subjects enjoy happiness 
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it), ee 


prosperity ? If memorial there must be, it should be placed in Calcutta. 
Set : at be built at a smaller cost and let it contain models of the works 
of art and scientific appliances, &c., the creation of which has made the 
Victorian age famous. Certainly such a building would not cost so much as 
crore of rupees. It would have been well if the Princes who ate how contribut- 
ing by the lakh had limited their subscriptions to _the thousand, and ‘epplied 
surplus funds to the construction of works of public utility in theit respective 


tates. Their present wasteful extravagance will not in the least benefit the 
pases One ~ one’s wits in the hour of danger and distress, and the 


Indians, it must be said, have lost their wits at tho present time when their — 


untry is being desolated by plague and famine. | 7 
: 36. The Bangavesi rCelcutte,, of the 16th February writes as follows:— _ 
The late Empress treated everybody with a 
The new Emperor.to his Indian mother’s affection. Her son, the present Emperor, 
—" must also be affectionate and sympathetic to all. 
He is not lacking in these qualities. As soon as he ascended the throne, though 
distressed for the death of his mother, he made haste to communicate to his 
Indian subjects his affection and —? for them and his solicitude for their 
welfare. Recently he has again addressed the princes and people of India. 
This letter will be most welcome to all Indiavs. The nobleness of Edward VII’s 
wishes and aims will gratify in the midst of grief. ‘T'he Emperor’s first letter 
was addressed to the Viceroy. In writing his second letter, he has thought of 
the princes and people of India as present near him and has addressed them 
accordingly. We. too, in our imagination see our new Emperor before our 
eyes, see his image filling our hearts. : 

The writer then gives a Bengali translation of the Emperor's letter and 
writes :— 

We, too, on our part offer His Majesty our heart-felt devotion and love. 
The three hundred millions of devoted Indians are ga reg to sacrifice even 
their lives for their new Sovereign. ‘lhe proclamation which ° 
first Empress of India in 1858 after the close of the Sepoy Mutiny, with the 
object of re-assuring her Indian subjects, is always in our minds. And the 
letter which the first Emperor of India, the great son of a great mother, has 
addressed to the princes and people of India, on the death of his mother, con- 
__ veying words of consolation to his grief-stricken subjects, will bind them to his 
throne by stronger ties of loyalty and devotion, instil courage into their minds 
and give them a double re-assurance. Victory to the Emperor of India ! 
Victory to our Emperor, Edward VII! ses 

37. The Bharat Mitra (Caleutta] of the 16th February has the follow- 

ing: 
Bishop Welldon has proposed to convert the 
whole Indian population to Christianity. de says 
that England’s duty to India will be fully done when the whole of India will 
profess the Christian religion. Although the work of conversion is going 
on slowly, no one ought to lose heart. The Lord Bishop bas made a mistake. 
He ought to know that charity begins at home. He ought to know whether 
the Christians of Europe strictly conform to the recepts of Jesus Christ. 
The Christians of Europe are radually bidding farewell to Christianity. 
Who are those that are making China almost a desert by committing immoral 
and outrageous acts in that country ? Can Dr. Welldon aay that they are not the 
Christians of Europe? He has made a great mistake by coming out to India 
to convert its people to Christianity, instead of staying at home and labouring to 
make the nations of Europe true Christians, If he is a sincere and enthusiastic 
Christian, and has any sympathy with the so-called Christians of Furope, he 
ought at first to make them true Christians. He ought not to bother himself 
with the idea.of making India Christian, which is an impossible task. 
ee 38. The Dacca Prukash [Dacca] of the 17th 
ns oe nen the death of February contains a poem lamenting the death of 
| the Queen-Empress. 

39. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 18th February writes as follows :— - 

The B sie orice Victoria Hall is Lord Curzon’s 
ee | fancy. The master’s will must be done; opposi- 
tion is useless. The Bible says that the world was created at the will of God. 


Dr. Welldon on the progress of 
Christianity in India. 
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So is it with India. Government officers desire memorials, and memorials are 
established. It will be so specially in the present case, in which the will is 
the will of the undisputed helmsman guiding the vessel of State. Is it possible 
that his’ desire can ‘remain unfulfilled? It is the desire of all Indians to 
establish a memorial to the late glorious Victoria. But we do not think that the 
Victoria Hall will be the proper memorial to the benevolent Empress. 

The wants of India are innumerable, her surrows countless. Commemora. 
tion of the benevolent should be effected by acts of benevolence, and by no 
other means, We do not deny that the capital city of India is without any- 
thing to arouse historic interest in the observer. This is, no doubt, a want; 


‘but India has graver wants than this. With a different people, a Victoria Hall 


might serve as a place of education and as a spur to nationality, but it will not 
be so with the hungry Indians. Preservation of historic memories is needful, 
but not indispensable A vast sum will be required for the Victoria Hall. 
This money might be spent in removing the wants of the people. Famine 
was the one blot on the spotless reign of the late Empress, How can the 
country find time to enjoy the pleasures of historic education when Jakhs and 


lakhs of the people are being smashed between the hard jaws of the demon, 


famine ? | 

The capacity of the Indians to learn is limited. What education have 
they received from their Museum? The Ochterlony Monument attracts the 
gaze of thousands of people every (ay, but how many of them know who 
Ochterlony was? First give the Indians that preliminary education which will 
create a thirst for learning, a desire for knowledge. In the hands of an 


ignorant boy the most valuable instrument of the scientist is only a plaything. 


There cannot be the slightest doubt that the Victoria Hall also will turn out 
to bea toy. Pisture-galleries, Victoria Hall, Town Hall are suitable things for 
a luxurious people. But for those who are languishing for want of food, 
who are being smitten with famine, a Victoria. Hall is a luxury—a hard jest. 


’ Speaking in the interest of truth and duty it must be acknowledged that 


the commemoration proposal of the Viceroy has not been universally accepted. 
We are astonished to see the luxuriance of the creative faculty shown by the 
Viceroy in his proposal, but we see in it no indication of his goodheartedness. 
The thoasand sorrows of the Indians could not catch his keen sight, his 
intellect subdued his heart before a luxurious vision; the memory of an eterna!, 
unbearable and immeasurable suffering faded away—what greater misfortune 


could befall all India ? 
40. The Dacca Gazette | Dacca] of the 18th February contains the follow- 
A poem on the late Empress, | ing in its English columns :— 


IN MEMORIAM. 


EmpPREss VICTORIA. 


Not only Sov’reign, was she, but our saint, 
Saint, Patron, whose demise made us so faint. 
Thau Sita greater, in her suffering, 
In devotion to husband, and caring 

For parents, children, friend and subjects all; 
So exemplary queen doth rarely fall 

To lot of sinners as we Ind’ans are ; 

So noble, god-like, wise, her life by far 

Greater than Saritri in heroism. 

To highest virtues, like the clearest prism, 
Excelled she Hindu widow’s chastity, 
Surpassing Christian women’s purity. 

To Jesus her lord, she was ever true, 

Loved Christian, heathen, gentile and e’en Jew. 
So fair, that a Mahadecé she seemed, 

In her eyes holy charm and lustre beamed. 
Of honours full, and years she goes to rest, 
The greatest monarch, noblest and the best. 
We will adore her as an Avatar 

As long as dures the sun, by night the star : 
Her memory we'll cherish as divine, 

Her dynasty we’ll bless, her kith and kin. 
As prayers, keystone of her life, did shew, 
Smiles in the midst of tears its keynote blow. 
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_ The Bangabhumi { Calcutta] of the 19th February has the following :— 

: iy am me has the national sorrow at the death of 
ae eo the Queen-Empress lost its freshness and keenness 
when, as a people, the Indians find themselves overwhelmed with a being 
called upon to part with their money. The late Queen was a mother to the 
people of this country, and it would be perfectly useless to try to ns age 
her memory by the erection of a monument in clay or marble. Her death has 
caused a deep wound in our hearts, and we are preparing a memorial of our 
grief with the tears that are ceaselessly flowing from our eyes, In ancient India 
among Hindus there were like the late Queen-Empress many god-like Emperors 
of sacred memory, among whom Shibi, Harishchandra, Nal, Raghu, Dasharath, 
Ramchandra and Yudhisthira were the most conspicuous. No memorial was 
erected to any one of them, and yet all of them by their worth and virtues 


continue to this day to rs the position of a father to the Hindus.: Not 


a few Hindus to this day offer daily oblations to their memory. It is only 
memorials of this kind that we know of. We know that neither brick nor 
wood, neither gold nor silver is of much use for commemorative purposes. 
How few people, except visitors to Agra, have any knowledge of the purpose 
for which the Taj Mahal was built. and of the memory it embalms? But 
Akbar lives in the memory of the people even beyond the limits of the 
Secandra. If we apply to the case of Europeans the considerations on which 
they regard us as selenite, we shall find that they are a more idolatrous people 
than the Indians, It is our practice to elevate even men to the rank of gods, 
if only they are possessed of exemplary worth and virtues, and it is only when 
they have been ruised to that rank that their image, whether made of stone 
or clay, becomes entitled to our worship. The late Queen was like a goddess, 
and it is probable that after a few generations, when people will think of her 
worth and virtues, they will give her a place among their goddesses, and 
worship her image. : 
While we are about to raise lasting memorials tothe deceased Empress in 
our hearts, heaps of money are being raised from this poor country for the 
purpose of erecting amonumental building to perpetuate Then memory. Sub- 
scription lists have been opened, first by the Viceroy, secondly by Lady Curzon, 
and thirdly by the local officials, and it is very probable that the contributions 
_to be made by the Indian princes and people will amount to many lakhs of 
rupees. This stupendous mass of money will be spent on stone and brick. 


Materials and artisans will come from England and they will without doubt. 


take away a handsome amount to their country. But what will the Indians 
have left tothem? ‘The late Queen’s memory and piteous cries for food. 


Your Majesty in heaven, priding in your holy name, we are indeed laying 
foundations of stone and brick, but it is a fact that at present there is none 
to take care of those hungry sons of yours who looked upon you as their 
mother, and who appealed only to you when they got no food to eat. 


Whatever building you may erect, whether it be a Victoria Hall or 
a T'aj Mahal, do any of you cast your eyes on the unfortunate people 
from whose heart’s blood you are extracting the necessary funds? Ma a- 
raja of Cashmere, Maharaja of Gwalior, would it not have been well for 
you to have made, as a memorial to the late Queen-Empress, some permanent 


arrangement for the benefit of these starving people in your States, who have 
been crying for food in vain ? 7 


Zamindars of Bengal, why could not you asa means of perpetuating the 
sacred memory of the late Empress do something to provide the thousands of 
the poor found in the metropolis and its neighbourhood, who are entitled to your 
help and protection, and who have no place to lay their heads in and no 


means of procuring their daily bread, with at least one daily meal and some 
sort of dwelling accommodation ? 


The Queen’s death has caused us as much sorow as is caused by the thought 
that a very large amount of money is going to be wasted. It isa pity that our 
wealthy men will not understand the matter even if it be explained to them. 
But, surely, they ought not to-forget that their subjects and tenants have as much 


od to the money they are paying in aid of the memoria! fund as they them- 


BaNGABHUMI, 
Feb, 19th, 1901. 
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? Have you forgotten your old saying: “ He lives wh 

as ach od deeds and 0 fame”? It is the late Ouste’s virtuous deste D 
that will perpetuate her memory for all time. Ind 

Paasuar, 42. The Prabhat [Calcuttal of the 20th February writing on the memo. 
Feb. 20th, 1901. nae | rial question BAVS ‘— sr 
oe ee cee ‘The establieh ment of a large number of techni- He 
eal, schools like those mentioned by the Viceroy in his speech wilt greatly a4 

benefit the country. All indigenous arts and industries are gradually dying 
out for want, of application of the improved methods required by the progress A 
of the age. India’s chronic want of food may be to a great extent removed by nec 
, the establishment of technical schools all over the country, which will teach the as 
indigenous arts and industries on the improved European methods. Govern- je 
ment is not blind to the evil consequences which it has helped to produce by 

providing facilities for a merely literary education. 1t ought now to correct its 
mistake by providing for the people a technical education, which will enable g 
them to earn at least a bare livelihood. If, therefore, a technical school be rep 
established in every big town, where people of every colour and creed may be " 


admitted, will not every such institution be a memorial of Her late Majesty nies 
calculated to benefit all classes ? , 

Famine has now become as regular a visitor of India as the seasons, and 
claims millions for its victims at every visit. All the efforts, all the contrivances 
and all the speeches which have been. hitherto made have been of no avail in 
saving the Indians from death by starvation. Let the Indians do what their Bi 
rulers have failed tu do. Let them raise money and create a fund after the 
name of Her late Majesty, and let famine-stricken men of every creed be 

nted relief from this fund. This will save millions of men from untimely 
leath, and these men will, so long as they live, bless the memory of the late 
Empress. Will not this, too, be a fitting memorial to Her? 

The other year Government saw with its own eyes the suffering which was 
caused by scarcity of water. ‘T’o remove such suffering, let a tank, to be called 
“the Victoria tank,” be excavated in every village, and let some money be set 
apart for the removal of silt from such tanks every year. The Indian villagers 
will use such tanks every day and bless the name of Victoria. This, too, will 
be a memorial which will benefit all castes and sects of the people, 

Lord Curzon, with his usual shrewdness, did not omit to mention all these 
forms which Her late Majesty’s memorial may take. But he lightly rejected 
them on the ground that not one among them would be calculated to benefit — 
all classes. His deep deliberation has led him to a hall as the only fitting 
memorial of the late Empress-—a hall where the learned and the illiterate, the 
starving skeleton and the plump luxurious owner of wealth will see living 

Images of history, and derive knowledge therefrom! Alas, for knowledge! 


ny 43. The Khulna (Khulna) of the 21st february says that in the last rains 
Paar arent ae ogee water accumulated in various parts of the Khulna 
Wnty bazar, and having been manenqoentty soaked into 
eee the ground, the health of the place is endangered. 

The local municipality should look. to this. 

Uriya PApPErs, 

ALL Untva Parsrs, 44, All the native papers of Orissa are still in mourning, and their columns 
For week ending 16th the death of the Queen, are full of accounts of the reigning Royal family. 


On the one hand. they feel bitterly the loss. of 

Her late Imperial Majesty, and on the other look towards His Imperial Majesty 
for a reign of love and peace. They give full accounts of the funeral 
ceremonies that were observed in different, parts of India on the 2nd of 
February last by the devoted and loyal subjects of His Majesty. That day 
was looked upon asa day of universal sorrow, and anybody passing through the 
at a towns of Orissa on that day could easily feel that.something grave. 
and important was moving the public mind. Correspondents write to the. 

7 pers in prose and poetry, in Uriya and Sanskrit; describing the virtues of Her 
ate Imperiai Majesty, and the loss that the British Empire has sustained on 
account of the demise of Her late Majesty. | 
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45. The Sambalpur Hetaishini (Bamra) of the 6th February issorry to find 


that the area of pasture land in India is decreasing 


_ of pasture land in day by day, and thet the agricultural population 

of that egg have found it very difficult to 
maintain their cattle on an easy footing. ‘The writer hopes that the authorities 
will do something to prevent this state of things, which does not aagur well 
for an agricultural country like India. 

46. The Utkal Dipika (Cuttack) of the 9th February feels the importance 
and necessity of amending the Bengal Tenancy 
Act to enable landlordsto realise rents from their 
tenants with greater ease and less cost, and thus 
meet the Government demand, in their turn, without difficulty and without 
debt. | 

47. A correspondent of the same paper brings it prominently to the notice 
of the public that the temples of Ananta Basuder, 


Amendment of the Tenancy Act 
necessary. 


Some Orissa temples in need of 


repairs. Boital, Sari and Parvati in Bhuvaneswar, that 


present fine specimens of ancient architecture, 
stand in need of urgent repairs, The correspondent hopes that the temple 
authorities will attend to this. 


-CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengah Translator. 
BENGALI ‘T’'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 23rd February, 1901, 
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